[Ultrasound examination of the posterior ligament complex in thoracolumbar spinal fractures].
thoracolumbar distraction injuries (AO classification type B) with damage to the posterior ligament complex (PLC) represent an indication for surgery but the use of X-ray and CT imaging often does not identify injuries of the PLC. The aim of this study was to evaluate the accuracy of ultrasound imaging in the assessment of the PLC status in thoracolumbar fractures of the spine. in a prospective study the findings of the preoperative ultrasound examination were compared to the intraoperative findings. over a period of 2 years a total of 24 patients with 27 thoracolumbar fractures (18 type A, 9 type B) were examined. In 22 cases ultrasound examination was possible and correct ultrasound findings were made in 20 cases (91%). The sensitivity was 83.3%, specificity 93.8%, positive predictive value 83.3% and negative predictive value 93.8%. the use of ultrasound examination in thoracolumbar fractures is a suitable diagnostic tool for injuries of the posterior ligament complex in addition to radiological imaging.